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Nationalist, one Michael Cunningham, wrote from County
Durham to Joseph Devlin stating his pitiful case. He and his
two sons had served throughout the war, and " have all suffered
or are suffering from wounds and gas," yet he and his family had
been driven out of their home in Belfast to " look for a living
amongst strangers," and he alleged that hundreds of other ex-
service men had been expelled for no other reason than their
Catholic faith.
Devlin referred the case to the Prime Minister, who passed it
on, with a strong letter, to Carson.
" Of course such a case," Carson replied (on the 3rd November,
1920)," is most discreditable, if true, to Belfast. I have no doubt
in the early outbreak in the shipyards and elsewhere after the
murders of Smythe and Swanzy, there were cases which were
dealt with without any discrimination; but you are aware that
since matters have cooled down. I believe myself that the
Special Constables, if properly selected, will go far to prevent
similar cases occurring, and I need hardly say that I will have
this particular case investigated."
The logic of the case in the end forced the Government to
acquiesce in these proposals. " Ireland is as you know it," Bonar
Law wrote to Carson on the 16th September, 1920. " I feel sure
that the move about Ulster is right and I was very glad to get it
agreed to. I have throughout been more afraid of the possible
trouble there than even in the rest of Ireland.
" I think," Bonar Law continued thoughtfully, u if there are
deaths from hunger-striking there will be a real danger of at-
tempts at assassination here, and Lloyd George and yourself
seem to me to be those who should be most careful. I had an
amusing talk with L. G. about it. He said, * I have great con-
fidence that the bullet intended for me will hit the other fellow,'
which suggests the obvious reply that I would be slow to go for
a walk with him.
"I have spoken to Basil Thomson1 again about you; but
whether they can be of any real use I do not know."
Either then or later, the Prime Minister himself reinforced this
warning. As Carson entered the Privy Council Room one day
1 Sir Basil Thomson, at that time Director Special Branch Metropolitan
Police.